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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1/23/2006 has been 
entered and considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because figure 3 should show the steps inside the 
individual boxes shown. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
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"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 -1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kourtis et al. (WO 02/51038) in view of Cheng et al. (US 2002/0187746) in further view 
of Hirono (US 6424818). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10. Kauris teaches a communication system for 
mobile ad-hoc Internet sharing, comprising: 

a first portable device that is provided with wireless communication capability 
(figure 1 MS2), 

a second device that is provided with wireless communication capability (figure 1 
MS3) comprising means to wirelessly receive information from said first portable device, 
and with capability to connect to the network via a service provider (figure 1 , see how 
MS3 connects to BS2, further see page 2 first full paragraph), and means for forwarding 
said information from said first portable device (page 1 first paragraph, page 2 first full 
paragraph), and 
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a network at which at least user B is a registered user and has an account for 
registering utilization of said access to the network (page 10 second full paragraph, i.e. 
the billing means allows for billing the subscriber, since the user is a subscriber, he is 
thus registered to utilize the network and since he has a bill he thus also has an 
associated account), said network comprising a receiver being arranged to receive said 
information being forwarded by said second device, (see figure 1 , BS2, receiving 
signals from MS3, further see page 2, first full paragraph, i.e. MS1 is able to 
communicate with base station BS2 using MS2 and MS3 as relay stations.) 

an identification means being arranged to identify that said information originates 
from user A, (page 5, first paragraph, i.e. the relay communication device notifies the 
network that the relay device is in relay mode, thus identifying the network that the 
signals coming from the relay device actually originate at the other device.) 

a connection means for establishing a connection between said first portable 
device and the ISP via said second device, (page 6 bottom paragraph, i.e. in relay 
operation the communication device can be used by other devices as a relay, when a 
link between them and the network has to established, thus there is connection means 
to connect the first device to the network through the second device.) 

a register for registering charging of an account for said connection, (page 10, 
billing means determines billing for said subscriber.) 

However, Kauris does not specifically disclose the ideas of identifying the users 
of the first and second portable devices. 

Cheng teaches a method and system for relaying transmission in mobile 
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communication systems (title and abstract). He teaches the idea of identifying the users 
of the first and second portable devices in figure 7 step 710. 

Therefore it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to utilize the teachings of Chen with the teachings as in Kourtis. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to allow for improved communication efficiency 
and quality, (par. 13, Cheng) 

However, Kourtis and Cheng disclose that the network to be connected to is the 
Internet via an ISP. 

Hirono teaches another communication system using relaying (title and abstract). 
He teaches the idea of a system that allows mobile stations to connect to the internet 
via an internet provider in column 1 lines 54-55. 

Therefore it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to utilize the teachings of Hirono with the teachings as in Kourtis and 
Cheng. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow for a user friendly 
communication service provided to a user even under a poor communication 
environment, (column 2 lines 49-55, Hirono) 

Regarding claims 2 and 1 1 . Kourtis further teaches, initiating, at the ISP, 
registration for depositing on an account of user B for said connection, (page 103 rd full 
paragraph) 

Regarding claim 3. Kourtis further teaches, establishing said connection 
between said first portable device and said ISP via said second device (page 2 1st full 
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paragraph), and registering, at said ISP, data relating to utilization of said connection on 
said account of user A for said charging, (page 10) 

Regarding claim 4. Kourtis further teaches registering, at said ISP, data relating 
to utilization of said connection on said account of user B for said depositing, (page 10 
3 rd full paragraph) 

Regarding claim 5. Kourtis further teaches, said ISP, charging said user A for 
said connection, and paying said user B for said connection, (page 10) 

Regarding claim 6. Cheng further teaches wherein user A is registered at said 
ISP. (par. 38, the network authenticates the identities of the requesting UE and the relay 
UE, thus both are registered for service with the network.) 

Regarding claim 7. The examiner would like to note that the idea wherein said 
user A is charged by said ISP via a mobile phone subscription of user A is an obvious 
and well known technique in the art of wireless communications with respect to billing. 
Charging a mobile phone subscription for accessing the internet through an ISP is well 
known and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time on 
invention to allow for a simple charging technique. The examiner is taking official notice 
on this feature. 

Regarding claims 8 and 12. The examiner would like to note that the idea 
wherein said act of receiving identification information from the first portable device, said 
identification information being provided by a smart card of user A, is an obvious and 
well known technique in the wireless communications art. The use of SIM cards in 
mobile devices to store and provide authentication information is well known and would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Invention to allow for a 
safe and easy way to store information within the users device. The examiner is taking 
official notice on this feature. 

Regarding claims 9 and 13. The examiner would like to note that the idea 
wherein said first portable device and said ISP comprises means to encrypt 
communication between the first portable device and the ISP via said second device 
during said connection is an obvious and well known technique in the wireless 
communications art. The idea of encrypting data to be transmitted would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention in order to allow for 
added security of the transmitted data. The examiner is taking official notice on this 
feature. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL T. THIER whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2832. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. T. 1.1 

Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
3/4/2008 



/DUC NGUYEN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



